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(Film Appreciation Course Matterials, Session: August-
December 1984)
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Critical Appreciation

The first film Mukh-O-Mukhosh (1956) had no artistic ambition
or pretention. The only point its maker wanted to make was this
that it was possible to make full-length feature films here,
relying wholly on local talent. The film, admittedly shoddy in
production quality, proved an instant favourite with the
audiences hinting at a reliable home market for home products.

(Film Appreciation Course Matterials, Session: August-
December 1984)
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Shot-1 Mise-en-scene LS
Robin Gomez & Monica inside shop.
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Shot-1A C.S. Robin

Robin deeply engrossed in writing the cash book.

Shot-1B C.S. Monica. Dolly shot FS C.S.

As camera dollies nearer Monica it will be revealed that she is
reading ‘Valley of the Dolls.’

Shot-2 L.S. Shop interior.

A young couple enter. R & M become attentive the girl
approaches Monica saying: 9361 S1efb (i ¢ |

Meanwhile the man approaches Robin.

Shot-3 MS composite. Eqalpref: Robin & Suman

Robin: Yes, what can I do for you, Sir?

Suman: Q35T AT e |

Robin: I (He takes off his glasses)

Suman: (Looking around sheepishly) G35 ¢/ |

Robin nods with comical understanding.
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Response of receivers to tropical cyclone messages
broadcast in Bangladesh: A lesson from Amtoli
upazila of coastal Barguna district
Shaikh Muhammad Refat Ali’

1. Introduction

Coastal people of Bangladesh are the most vulnerable group who
are directly and indirectly affected by tropical cyclone. The
Government considers disaster risk reduction as its prime concern
to save life and minimize all sorts of losses. Cyclone messages,
given in proper time and appropriate way may contribute to
implement the disaster management policy. With the nationwide
spread of electronic media, in terms of radio, television and online
media, as well as public, commercial and community-based
broadcasting organizations, scope for response to tropical cyclone
has been increased. This article analyzed the responses of
receivers at the coastal region through a survey in Amtoli upazila
of Barguna district, Bangladesh. Suggestions based on the findings
are given in order to develop a broadcast model for the disaster-
prone coastal people of Bangladesh.

2. Background

2.1 Disaster risk and vulnerability

World-wide disasters scenario in 2017 shows that weather-related
disasters have been the major causes of both human and economic
losses (CRED, 2018). If deadly storms with more than 10000
fatalities over the last 300 years are considered, 20 cyclones were
formed over the Bay of Bengal, out of 23 (WMO, 2011). Forecast
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messages are very much important to minimize such disaster risk
and vulnerability.

2.2 Geography of the coastal areas

The coastal areas and offshore islands of Bangladesh are low-lying
and flat. The Bay of Bengal lies to the south of Bangladesh. 147
upazilas of 19 districts, constituting 32% of the total geographical
area, are affected directly or indirectly by tropical cyclone (Alj,
2017). Bangladesh has three distinct coastal regions: the western,
the central, and the eastern. The western zone is very flat, low,
crisscrossed by numerous rivers or channels and containing
mangrove forest—the Sundarbans. A continuous process of
accretion and erosion is going on in the most active central zone.
The eastern zone is covered by hilly areas. It is comparatively
stable and has a long beach there.

2.3 Tropical cyclone and its impact on the coastal area

Sundarban

Satkhira

Khulna

Bagerhat
I:[ Pirojpur
Jhalkathi
IE Barguna
sl
Barisal
p P p | patuakhali
“ Bhola
W/ Lakshmipur
/7| Noakhali
m Feni

«'| Chittagong

Cox'sBazar

Picture 1: Cyclone risk areas of Bangladesh

Historically, the coastal communities of Bangladesh frequently face
tropical cyclonic storm risks. A total of 117 tropical cyclones hit
the coastal area of Bangladesh during the period of 1877 to 2003.
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Of them, 39 are tropical depressions, 52 are tropical storms and 26
are of hurricane intensity (Islam & Peterson, 2009). Cyclone
severity and death tolls of few top cyclones are given in Table-1.

Table-1: Cyclone Severity and Deaths in Bangladesh (1960-2010)

Year Number of death Wind speed
1961 11466 146
1963 11520 203
1965 20152 210
1970 500300 223
1991 138958 225

(Source: Haque et al, 2012)

The time beyond 2010 has experienced severe cyclone like Viyaru
(also known as Mahasen) in 2013, Komen in 2015, Roanu in 2016
and Mora in 2017. So risk always exists and initiative is going on
to cope with the challenges of tropical cyclone in Bangladesh.

2.4 Broadcasting in the coastal area

2.4.1 Availability: Availability of radio and television in the
coastal areas ensures weather forecast and disaster management in
Bangladesh. Radio, as a broadcast medium, reaches people through
5 government regional radio stations and 9 community radio
stations. Regional radio stations of Bangladesh Betar at
Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar, Khulna and Barisal aware the local
coastal people, while Bangladesh Betar Dhaka disseminates
forecast and disaster messages at national level. Community radios
at cyclone-prone coastal districts Barguna (Krishi Radio & Loko
Betar), Satkhira (Radio Jhinuk), Jhinaidha (Radio Nalta), Khulna
(Radio Sundarban), Bhola (Radio Meghna), Noakhali (Radio
Sagordwip), Chittagong (Radio Sagorgiri) and Cox’s Bazar (Radio
Naf) ensures access to information in local languages (Ali, 2017).
Bangladesh Television and other TV channels also provide forecast
and updated disaster messages.

2.4.2 Accessibility: A survey by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS, 2016) shows that 66.73% of the cyclone affected households
got early warning during the cyclones of 5-years period (2009-
2014) and 88.48% of them took preparedness during the cyclone.
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Percentage distribution of household by type of media is shown in
the bar chart-1 below:
Bar chart-1

% distribution of householdreceived early warning by type of media

M Cyclone 2009-2014

Others(mobile phone, IVR) [N 20.34
Localadministration [l 1.28
Miking/community alert [ 18.51
Television I 30.84
Radio I 29.01

(Source: BBS, 2016)
3. Objectives
This research article contributes significantly in disaster
management of cyclone-prone coastal areas in Bangladesh. The
specific objectives are:.

m To identify the knowledge level of the coastal people and their
interpretation of messages disseminated through electronic
media on cyclone and disaster management.

m To analyze messages on cyclone, those are broadcast in radio
targeting the coastal people.

4. Methodology

4.1 Study design

The research includes quantitative analysis taking into account three
complementary angles on disaster-related radio broadcasting- (1)
receivers’ (listeners’) knowledge level and message interpretation,
(2) role of electronic media and broadcast organization and (3)
broadcast content. In order to quantitative analysis, a sample of
coastal people is taken. Questionnaire-based survey method is
selected to gather data on listeners’ socio-economic status, media
usage pattern, knowledge of disaster and cyclone-related message
interpretation. All public service radio and community radio
stations available at the study area are considered.

4.2 Study period
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The study is done from May 2017 to October 2017. In May 2017,
severe cyclonic storm Mora caused widespread impact across Sri
Lanka, Andaman & Nicobar islands, Myanmar, North-east India and
Bangladesh. In order to get fresh feedback from the coastal people,
the six-months period is utilized in the research process. Proposal
writing, preparatory activities, questionnaire development, data
collection, data processing and analysis are done within this period.
Besides, literatures are reviewed during the whole study period.

4.3 Study population

The study is carried out among the coastal people through
household survey. The primary census report, 2011 illustrates that
total number of households (HHs) in 19 coastal districts of
Bangladesh is 8056512. The 19 coastal districts are considered as
the universe and person who experienced at least one major
cyclone is taken as the target population of the survey. Randomly
selected one person from each household is considered as a sample.
Those who refused to participate and/or physically disable belongs
to exclusion criteria.

4.4 Sample size

Data is taken from randomly selected one person from each of the
sample households. Sample size is taken by using the following
formula:

Z’pq
Sample size, N =

dZ

Where, Z =1.96 (value of 95% Confidence level)
p =% of the cyclone affected households got early warning

q =(1-p)

The sample size is distributed among the randomly selected 8
upazilas in ratio of their household numbers under PhD research at
BUP. This article considers the data of Amtoli upazilla for analysis.
The sample size is shown in Table-2.
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Table-2: Distribution of sample size

Division District | Upazilla (Uz) | Union HHs (Uz) | Sample
Nos. size
Barisal Barguna Amtoli Amtoli 63212 35
4.5 Study area

The coastal area of Bangladesh is chosen to identify knowledge
level of and message-interpretation by the coastal people.
Randomly selected districts are taken from the three coastal
regions- the western, the central and the eastern. The selected
district is Barguna. One upazilla (Amtoli) is randomly selected.
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Picture-2: Map of Barguna district (BBS, 2013)
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4.6 Questionnaire design, data processing and analysis

The questionnaire is designed using close-ended questions as well
as Likert scale and other analytical technique. A door-to-door
sample survey with questionnaire is done as data collection method
for the study. After collection, the data is checked thoroughly for
consistency and completeness. The data is checked on the day of
collection to exclude any error or inconsistency or incompleteness.
Data is coded and categorized at the time of data entry into the
SPSS software version 22.0. Specific value is entered into each
variable for each independent source of data. Errors are detected by
descriptive statistic, scatter plots and histograms for checking any
missing data, normality and after removal of outliers against
normality is checked.

5.0 Scope and limitation

The research is focused on broadcasting for the coastal people of
Bangladesh. As disaster is a global scenario, there is a scope to
develop a broadcast model based on the empirical evidence and
implement it in broadcasting of world-wide coastal areas. The
research is limited to cyclone as disaster excluding other disaster
like flood and earthquake. Messages broadcast in radio are
considered under the research, ignoring television and online
media. Broadcast organizations functioning in the coastal areas are
taken into account.

6.0 Results
6.1 Socio-economic status
6.1.1 Gender and age
distribution

The data shows that 14.3
% of the respondents
participated in the survey
are women. According to
the household analysis,
number of members in
each household is 5.34 on
an average. Among them

Pie chart 1: Participation of female in the survey
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2.46 (>2) are female, 0.97 (about 1) are children below 18 years of
age and 0.26 are old people aged 64+ years.

Table-3: Descriptive statistics of household gender and age
distribution (N=35)

Minimum | Maximum | Mean Std. Deviation

Total member 1 12 5.34 2.141
Total women 0 5 2.46 1.268
Children below 18 years 0 4 97 985
Old people aged 64+ 0 2 26 .505

6.1.2 Education

Population by level of education of the respondents is presented
in table-4. The highest 34.29% have educational level of class ten
to twelve followed by 31.43% in class six to nine. It is found that
2.86% have no formal education and 20% have education at
primary level.

Table-4: Number and percentage distribution of level of education

Group based on | Years of Number of % of people
education study people

[lliterate 0 year 1 2.86%

Primary level 1-5 7 20%
years

Secondary level 6-9 11 31.43%
years

SSC/HSC 10-12 12 34.29%

equivalent

Graduate & >13 4 11.42%

above years

Total N=235 100%

6.1.3 Demography

Table-5 shows the cross-tabulation of the respondents based on
gender and age distribution. Among the respondents, 23 (65.71%)
is at the youth and mid-age level (aged between 16-64 years)
followed by 9 (25.71%) at the child level (aged equals or below
18 years).
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Table-5: Cross-tabulation of age and gender

Chi-Square Tests

Children | Youth & Old Total
Mid-age
Gender Age<18 | Agel9- | Age 64+
yIS. 64 yrs. yIS.
Female 4 1 0 5
Male 5 22 3 30
Total 9 23 3 35

Value | Df | Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 9.040" | 2 011
Likelihood Ratio 8.116 | 2 .017
Linear-by-Linear Association | 7.142 1 .008
N of Valid Cases 35

a. 4 cells (66.7%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum
expected count is .43.

6.1.4 Household income
Per head monthly household (HH) income of the respondents in

Amtoli is taka 5185.44 on an average with a standard deviation of
taka 4904.396. Per head monthly income ranges from minimum
taka 800 to maximum taka 25000. 20% of the household have per
head monthly income of less than 2000 taka. 48.57% of the
household have per head monthly income between 2001 and 5000
taka. 22.86 % of the household have per head monthly income

between 5001 and 10000 taka.

Descriptive Statistics

Table 6: Household income in Amtoli

N | Minimum | Maximum | Mean | Std. Deviation
per head income 35 800 25000 |5185.44 4904.396
Valid N (listwise) | 35
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Per head monthly | Number of % of
income HHs HHs
<2000 taka 7 20%
2001-5000 taka 17 48.57%
5001-10000 taka 8 22.86%
10001-15000 taka 1 2.86%
15001-20000 taka 1 2.86%
20001-25000 taka 1 2.86%
N=35 100%

6.1.5 Source of income

It has been found that main occupation or main source of income
of the household is agriculture (37.1%) followed by business
(25.7%) and service (20%).

Table 7: Source of income in Amtoli

Main Frequency | Percent Cumulative
occupation of Percent
HH

Agriculture 13 37.1 37.1
Business 9 25.7 62.9
Service 7 20.0 82.9
Daylabor 1 2.9 85.7
Others 5 14.3 100.0
Total 35 100.0

6.2 Experience of disaster

Amtoli is a coastal disaster-prone area. Tropical cyclone is a
common scenario for the inhabitants. According to the survey, every
household (100%) have experienced more than two cyclones.

6.3 Usage of electronic media

6.3.1 Accessibility

Electronic media plays an important role to disseminate cyclone
messages to mass people. If the total respondents are taken into
account, we find that 34.3% of respondents use TV at household.
Usage of FM radio and MW radio is higher. 48.6% use FM radio
and 40% use MW radio.
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Table 8: Usage of electronic media

Use TV at HH Use FM radio at HH | Use MW radio at HH
Numbers % numbers % Numbers %
12 34.3% 17 48.6% 14 40%
N= 135 100% | N=35 100% N=35 100%

6.3.2 Ownership of gadget or device
The data shows that the business community has comparatively
higher percentages of ownership of devices like TV (77.78%), FM
radio (55.56%) and MW radio (44.44%). Ownership of TV
(15.38%) is low on people who have agriculture as main
occupation. Table 9 shows the detail scenario.

Table 9: Availability of gadget according to main occupation

Ownership Main occupation of HH
of gadget Agriculture Business Service Day-labor Others

TV 2 (15.38%) | 7(77.78%) | 1 (14.29%) 0 (0%) 2 (40%)
FM Radio | 5 (38.46%) | 5(55.56%) | 4(57.14%) | 1(100%) | 3 (60%)
MW Radio | 5 (38.46%) | 4 (44.44%) | 2(28.57%) | 0 (0%) 2 (40%)

N =35 13 9 7 1 5
Chi-square tests
Value | Df [ Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

Pearson Chi-Square 2.119a | 4 714
Likelihood Ratio 2.512 | 4 .642
Linear-by-Linear Association | 1.119 | 1 290
N of Valid Cases 35

a. 8 cells (80.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum

expected count is .49.

6.3.3 Listening channel

In case of choice of listening channel, people listen to several radio
channels by tuning their radio or radio apps in mobile phone. It has
been found that community radio is most popular in Amtoli
upazilla (51.43%). Listeners of Bangladesh Betar (BB) Barisal
(40%), BB Khulna (37.14%), BB Dhaka (34.29%), BB
Chittagong (34.29%) and commercial radio (31.43%) are very

close to each other.
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Table 10: Choice of radio channel for listening

Radio channel Number | Percentage (%)
Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka 12 34.29%
Bangladesh Betar, Chittagong 12 34.29%
Bangladesh Betar, Khulna 13 37.14%
Bangladesh Betar, Barisal 14 40%
Bangladesh ~ Betar, Cox’s 0 0%
Bazar
Community Radio 18 51.43%
Commercial Radio 11 31.43%

N=35

6.3.4 Choice of medium for cyclone message

In order to receive messages on cyclone, MW radio is considered
mostly (62.86%) as 1% choice for the coastal people. 34.29%
considers FM radio as 1* choice and only 2.86% considers TV as
1% choice. It is noteworthy that miking or community alert is
considered as 2™ choice by most of the coastal people (58.06%).

Table 11: Choice of medium for cyclone message

Ranking TV FM Radio MW Radio Miking/ Others (mobile

Community alert | message, IVR)
Rank I | 1(2.86%) | 12(34.29%) | 22 (62.86%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
Rank 2 1(3.23%) | 4(12.90%) | 4(12.90%) 18 (58.06%) 4 (12.90%)
Rank 3 5 2 1 6 3

6.4 Disaster-oriented evaluation of coastal people

6.4.1 Knowledge of cyclone

91.4% of respondents claim that they have knowledge of cyclone
while 8.6% claimed their ignorance. When asked about the source
or origin of cyclone 80% of them could recognize it correctly.

Table 12: Knowledge of cyclone

Frequency| Percent | Valid Percent| Cumulative Percent
No 3 8.6 8.6 8.6
Valid Yes 32 91.4 91.4 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0
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Table 13: Knowledge on place of cyclone formation

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent| Cumulative Percent
Land 7 20.0 20.0 20.0
Valid Sea 28 80.0 80.0 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0

6.4.2 Knowledge of weather forecast
91.4% of respondents claim that they have knowledge of cyclone
while 8.6% regret it.

Table 14: Knowledge of weather forecast

Frequency | Percent Valid Cumulative Percent
Percent
No 3 8.6 8.6 8.6
Valid Yes 32 91.4 91.4 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0

62.9% of the respondents acknowledge that they understand totally
of what is told in forecast. On the contrary, 31.4% of the
respondents understand partly and 5.7% of the respondents don’t
understand at all.

Table 15: Understand what is told in forecast

Frequency| Percent |Valid Percent| Cumulative Percent
No 2 5.7 5.7 5.7
., Partly 11 31.4 314 37.1
Valid
a Totally 22 62.9 62.9 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0

The scenario is changed when understanding of signal number is
checked. 54.3% of the respondents understand signal partly,
followed by 37.1% understand signal totally and 8.6% do not
understand at all.

Table 16: Understand signal number

Frequency| Percent |Valid Percent| Cumulative Percent
No 3 8.6 8.6 8.6
., Partly 19 543 543 62.9
Valid
at Totally 13 37.1 37.1 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0
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6.4.3 Knowledge of Response to Forecast

6.4.3.1 Response to Distant Cautionary Signal

11.4% of the respondents have no understanding of what to do in
distant cautionary signal. 85.7% replied to follow forecast and
2.9% suggested starting preparation.

Table 17: What to do in distant cautionary signal

Frequency | Percent | Valid Cumulative
Percent Percent
don't know 4 11.4 11.4 11.4
., follow forecast 30 85.7 85.7 97.1
Valid .
start preparation 1 2.9 2.9 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0

6.4.3.2 Response to Local Cautionary Signal
14.3% of the respondents have no understanding of what to do in
local cautionary signal. 34.3% replied to follow forecast and 40.0%

suggested starting preparation.
Table 18: What to do in local cautionary signal

Frequency| Percent | Valid Cumulative
Percent Percent
don't know 5 143 14.3 14.3
follow forecast 12 343 343 48.6
Valid start preparation 14 40.0 40.0 88.6
go to a safe place 4 11.4 11.4 100.0
Total 35 100.0 100.0

6.4.5 Response to Danger Signal
100% of the respondents suggested going to a safe place in case of
danger signal during weather forecast. There was no other choice

among the respondents.
Table 19: What to do in danger signal

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
go to
Valid a safe 35 100.0 100.0 100.0
place

TSI LT IFOHOG ST @ 5



6. 5 Media usage during Mora

The cyclone Mora made land fall near Chittagong district on 30
May 2017. 97.14% of the respondents of Amtoli listened to radio
at that time. On the contrary, 60% of the respondents viewed TV.

Table 20: Media usage during Mora

Frequency | Percent
Listen to radio 34 97.14
View TV 21 60
N=35

6.6 Disaster management practice during Mora

97.14% of the respondents of Amtoli feels the action of avoiding
sea is not relevant to their action of disaster management. Only
2.86% avoided sea during Mora. 94.29% of the respondents tighten
their house for safety. 91.43% of the respondents preserved food
during Mora. 54.29% went to the shelter centre to ensure safety.
On the contrary, 45.71% of the respondents remained at home
during Mora.

Table 21: Disaster management practice during Mora

Yes No Not relevant
Frequency | Percent | Frequency | Percent | Frequency | Percent
Avoid sea 1 2.86 0 0 34 97.14
Tighten house 33 9429 |2 5.71 0 0
Preserve food 32 9143 3 8.57 0 0
Go to a safe place other | 0 0 35 100 0 0
than shelter centre
Go to a shelter centre 19 54.29 16 45.71 0 0

7.0 Discussion
Once a warning is issued that there is a cyclone approaching
towards the coast, radio plays a vital role by alerting people to go
to the evacuation centre (Ali, 2017). The survey shows that on an
average 5 persons may die if a family fails to receive the message
of any cyclone.

m The cyclone of 1991 was very much fatal for Bangladesh
causing death of 138958 people. Study revealed that 90% of the
victims were women and children (Rahman et al, 2007). The
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survey shows that there are more than 2 female and at least 1
child below 18 years of age live in each family on an average.
Message to aware the vulnerable group and ensure their going
to shelter house during disaster is very much important

Amtoli is a coastal disaster-prone area. Tropical cyclone is a
common scenario for the inhabitants. According to the survey, every
household (100%) have experienced more than two cyclones.

Usage of TV (34.3%), FM radio (48.6%) and MW radio (40%)
is low at household level in Amtoli. Ownership of TV (15.38%)
is low at households having agriculture as main occupation.
Radio is comparatively cheap and every mobile phone can be
used to listen to FM radio. Usually electricity becomes
unavailable during the disaster period due to unavoidable
circumstances. So radio can be utilized to inform forecast
messages to the people hard to reach.

It has been found that MW radio is considered mostly (62.86%)
as 1% choice for cyclone messages. Yet long-term used local
systems of message dissemination through miking and
community alert have not lost its importance. Multimedia
approach is applicable to reach all sorts of people under threat of
cyclone. There are trained Red Crescent volunteers in the coastal
areas. Most of them possess mobile phone to communicate with
each other. If the volunteers report on the local situation via
mobile phone, it may be broadcast live in radio. The end result
is dissemination of information to mass people directly.

Among the radio listeners, people listen to several radio
channels and community radio is at the top (51.43%) in Amtoli
upazilla. Listeners of Bangladesh Betar (BB) Barisal (40%), BB
Khulna (37.14%), BB Dhaka (34.29%), BB Chittagong
(34.29%) and commercial radio (31.43%) are very close to each
other. These sources can be used for building awareness on
disaster risk reduction.

It is noteworthy that 97.14% listen to radio and 60% watched TV
during Mora. It indicates the importance of these two media
during cyclone.
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m Knowledge level of the coastal people on cyclone and weather
forecast is accessed in the survey. It is obvious that there is a
gap between perception and reality among the coastal people.
Living in the coastal disaster-prone area, 20% respondents
mistakenly informed land area as a place of cyclone formation.

m 62.9% of the respondents acknowledge that they understand
totally of what is told in forecast. On the contrary, 31.4% of the
respondents understand partly and 5.7% of the respondents don’t
understand at all.

m The survey indicates that 11.4% of the respondents don’t know
about the action required during distant cautionary signal.
Probably they are not sure of the required action, but took the
appropriate action based on past experience during cyclone
Mora. 2.86% people avoided sea and the action was irrelevant
for the rest of people (97.14%). 94.29% tightened their houses
and 91.43% preserved food for the crisis period.

m The contrast between perception and action on danger signal is
very much alarming for disaster management. It has been found
that 100% respondents know of the message to go to a safe
place. But 45.71% did not follow the message and remained at
home. An easy-to-follow message is required in weather forecast
through radio to manage disaster. Simple messages in weather
forecast should be used, so that the target groups can understand
easily, completely and react accordingly.

8.0 Conclusion

As a matter of tropical cyclone, the coastal communities
experience death of nearby people and survive with huge social
and financial losses. Availability of public service broadcasting as
well as community broadcasting may play a vital people in the
coastal area. They may focus more on disaster preparedness
measures before the disasters strike (Kuppuswamy, 2012).
Response of the receivers at Amtoli shows the loop holes of the
messages that are broadcast through electronic media during
disaster. The survey is limited to a specific coastal area of
Bangladesh. Increasing the geographical area would result in a
more conclusive decision to broadcast programs on disasters.
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Utilization of Community Radio

to Ensure Women Empowerment in Bangladesh
Dr. A. K. M. Anisur Rahman

1. Introduction

Radio is not of a recent origin. People are acquainted with
commercial radio and public radio. Community radio can emerge
a new era of communication for the rural people in Bangladesh.
There is a lack of effective mass media for the rural disadvantaged
population of Bangladesh. Commercial radio does not focus on the
views and demands of local rural population (Couldry, 2011: p.
166-169). Besides, programs and contents of commercial radio are
not community people oriented; rather those encourage the western
culture. Community radio falls under the community broadcasting
category. Community radio is that kind of radio which is owned
and controlled by a community and always broadcast those
programs which are very much related to that community interest
(Dhoest, 2015: p. 68-69).

2. Background of the Study

Community radio plays a vital role in the communications of a
country. It mainly serves a definite community and is a form of
community service broadcasting. It reflects the culture, ideology,
thoughts, norms and values of a particular community (Hofstetter et
al., 2016: p. 501-505). Community radio as the media of citizens of
a particular community has become popular and new opportunity for
both the media practitioners and grassroots people. It helps to avail
utilities and amenities for various development aspects of the society
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such as education, health, water supply and sanitation, protection
from natural disasters, addressing social issues at the community
level, and connecting rural population with the government. It can be
useful for the development of a particular target group like elderly,
women and children (Kellner, 2010: p. 33-37).

Community radio helps to ensure people’s right to information and
community participation by expressing the voices and thoughts of
grassroots people in the development process. Moreover, the United
Nations, the Organization of American States, the African
Commission on Human and People’s Rights, and eminent
economists such as Amartya Sen, Joseph Stieglitz and Jeffrey
Sachs, among others, have recognized the relationship between
sustainable development and freedom of expression, reflected in a
pluralistic and independent media sector (Louw, 2017: p. 09-11). It
can facilitate the disadvantaged and vulnerable groups of the
country by raising their voice, focusing on their problems,
expressing their modern updated ideas, and thinking for the
development of the whole nation. It can play a significant role for
the rural development of developing countries through emphasizing
agriculture, education, health and sanitation, recreation, and social
problems of a target community (Anderson, 1999: p. 161-164).

There are about 17 community radios broadcasting 135 hours
programs in a day across Bangladesh. But still the numbers of
community radios are not sufficient in the country to represent the
interest of local rural population. And the programs they broadcast
are not well-targeted towards women empowerment (Rahman,
2015: p. 13-17). Considering these drawbacks, the present study
has been conducted to find out the importance of community radio
and formulate policy suggestions in the context of Bangladesh to
ensure women empowerment.

3. Literature Review

3.1 Community

Community refers to a group of people with common
characteristics or interests living together within a larger society. In
other words, the term community can be defined as a condition in
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which people find themselves engaged in interwoven and
meaningful relationships with their fellows (Napoli, 2011: p. 211-
216). A community is considered to be a group of people sharing
some familiar characteristics and traits such as sharing a common
geographical area i.e. a specific city, town, or village; sharing of
economic and social life through business and trade, exchange of
goods and services among themselves (Gaynor, 2016: p. 8§7-89). In
relation to community radio, the term ‘community’ refers to a
collective or a group of people sharing common characters and
interests. The term ‘community’ can either be defined as a
geographically based group of persons or a social group or sector
of the public who have common or specific interests (Orozco,
2009: p. 17-19).

3.2 Community Radio

Community radio, as distinct from commercial and public service
broadcasting, serves to bring local level small communities
together, focuses on general public’s day-to-day concerns and helps
in realizing local demands and aspirations. In this sense, it aims to
enrich the livelihood of the local people, through the content that
is created by the people and for the people of the community
(Sussman, 2001: p. 232-236). Community radio is also defined as
a non-profit agency which is considered to serve specific local
communities; thereby broadcasting programs and contents which
are relevant to the community and with organizational structures
that represent the community the radio station work for (Frisch,
2013: p. 24-29).

3.3 Community Radio in Bangladesh

Though in a small number, community radio has started its journey
in Bangladesh. It is needed to take initiative to increase the number
of community radio in Bangladesh. At present, there are 14
community FM radio stations in different locations of Bangladesh
(Mansur, 2017: p. 65-67). These stations broadcast local level
programs and contents which reflect the culture, views, ideas,
problems, and sufferings of the community. The history of radio
broadcast in Bangladesh dates back to the then British India and
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started broadcasting on 16 December 1939 as All India Radio at the
old part of present Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. In 1971,
former Radio Pakistan changed its role as a front to assist the
nation achieving its independence. Radio Bangladesh has been
functioning as Bangladesh Betar from all stations since the victory
of Bangladesh on 16 December, 1971. Bangladesh Betar, only
public radio transmission agency, has country-wide broadcasting
network program with many FM channels to add to its operational
efficiency (Rahman, 2017: p. 20-23).

3.4 Legislative Mandate for Community Radio in Bangladesh
Community radio facilitates the right to information by promoting
the right to communication and assisting the flow of information. It
also ensures the democracy in the country by expressing and sharing
the views of rural communities. The linkage between community
radio and community people is increasing day-by-day. In some
areas, community radio has become a part of everyday life of local-
level people. To introduce the community media in Bangladesh and
giving focus on its vital role as representing the voices of the
disadvantaged people, Bangladesh NGO’s Network for Radio and
Communication (BNNRC) has been struggling for about 12 years.
As a result of it, the Community Radio Installation, Broadcast and
Operation Policy 2008 has been announced by the Ministry of
Information of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh (Ministry of
Information, Government of Bangladesh, 2008: p. 01-39). In this
context, Government of Bangladesh has approved 14 community
radio stations so far. The government enacted the Right to
Information Act 2009 to ensure the free flow of information to the
people (Transparency International Bangladesh, 2009: p. 01-54).
Community radio stations are a strong march to give power to rural
people. It is really admirable for the government to realize the
importance of radio, which is older than a century but still very
much useful for its easy user friendliness and universal acceptability.
Mass people awakening programs and movements along with those
advocacy programs organized by national and international NGOs,
pro-active partners and associations have supported the government
to give approval and implement the policy.
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3.5 Chronology of Establishment of Community Radio in
Bangladesh
The chronology of establishment and development of community
radio in Bangladesh is depicted in the following table (Hasan,
2016: p. 11-23):

Table 1: Chronology of Establishment of Community Radio

in Bangladesh

Timeline Key Activity Key Player Purpose Milestone Achievement
1998 Application for establishment Media Community To set up Community Started
of Radio in Bangladesh Establishment process
Community Radio to the of Community
Ministry of Information (Mol) Radio
1998 Formulation of Advocacy Plan Media Community To set up Advocacy Advocacy Plan for
for Community Radio entitled (MC) Plan for Community Community Radio
“Policy Advocacy of Radio formulated
Community Radio in
B desh
1999 Arrangement of First National Centre for To detail out Set-up Set-up Plan for
Mass Media Conference Development Plan for Community Community Radio detailed
Communication (CDC) Radio out
2000 Establishment of Bangladesh Bangladesh NGOs To continue Advocacy Bangladesh NGOs
NGOs Network for Radio and | Network for Radio and Program with other Network for Radio and
Communications (BNNRC) Communications concerned Communications
(BNNRC) organizations for (BNNRC)
Community Radio blished
2006 Three day Round Table on Bangladesh NGOs To build-up Mass Mass Awareness for
Community Radio Network for Radio and Awareness with other | Community Radio built-up
Communications concerned
(BNNRC) organizations for
Community Radio
2008 Community Radio Awareness Commonwealth To develop Human Human Resource for
Workshop Educational Media Resource for Community Radio
Centre for Asia Community Radio developed
(CEMCA),
Bangladesh Open
University (BOU),
Development Research
Initiative (DNet) and
Bangladesh NGOs
Network for Radio and
Communications
(BNNRC)
2008 The Community Radio Ministry of Information To formulate a Comprehensive Policy
Installation, Broadcast and (Mol) Comprehensive Policy Guideline for well-
Operation Policy-2008 Guideline for well- functioning of Community
Formulated functioning of Radio in Bangladesh
Community Radio in formulated
Bangladesh

4. Methodology of the Study
India has similar socio-cultural background to Bangladesh. They
have set-up a number of community radios across the country,
especially in the southern region. They have successfully utilized
community radio to achieve empowerment of women. Therefore,
this investigation conducted a case study regarding how India
utilized community radios to attain women empowerment. On that
basis, this study recommended policy options to engage community
radio operating in Bangladesh to achieve empowerment of women.
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5. Utilization of Community Radio

Community radio can create awareness among the people about
social issues. It can give information regarding agriculture,
production, weather updates, disaster alerts etc. Community radio
can play a significant role to minimize crime. After the crime is
committed, community people can inform their community radio
about it. This information would be shared to people of other areas,
police and other law enforcing agencies. Community radio can
perform a vital role for educating the illiterate section of our
country. School and college curriculum based education programs
can be broadcast for drop-out students. In the modern civilized
world, farming is based on technology. The proportion of using
modern technology in agriculture of our country is not up to the
mark. As a result, the production rate is less than other developed
countries. Community radio can broadcast informative programs
regarding use of modern technology for farmers. Besides,
marketing and purchasing of seeds and saplings and different
methods and strategies of preserving them can be made easier
through the informative programs of community radio.

6. Different Aspects of Women Empowerment

In Bangladesh, women comprise almost half of its total population.
While the status of women in Bangladesh is being advanced at a
fast pace, still our women are discriminated, marginalized, and
oppressed just because of their gender. But, women are vital human
resources in improving the overall quality of life as the country’s
overall development depends greatly on the inclusion of women
in its development process. They have been the transmitters of
culture in all societies. The status of women in a society is a true
index of its cultural, social, religious, and spiritual levels.
Empowerment is essentially a transition from a position of
enforced powerlessness to one of power. It promotes women’s
inherent strengths and positive self-image (Obera, 2012: p. 14-19).
Empowerment literally means making someone powerful,
facilitating the weak to attain strength, to increase one’s self-
esteem, to help someone to be assertive and self-confident, to
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enable someone to confront injustice and oppression and to support
someone to fight for her rights (Howley, 2015: p. 87-90).

Woman empowerment is a process that enables a powerless
woman to develop autonomy, self-control and confidence and with
a group of women and men, a sense of collective influence over
oppressive social conditions (Matza, 2009: p. 225-229).
Empowerment is a process by which the powerless gains greater
control over the circumstances of their lives. It is now central in
political, social, educational, cultural, sexual, personal, and
managerial discourses. Empowerment is related with redistribution
of power. Empowerment has both personal and social aspects. At
personal level, it is a significant change in the self-image and
mental set and at the community level, it is a collective struggle
for positive social change (O’Sullivan, 2005: p. 52-57).

7. Case Study: Role of Community Radio in Empowering
Women in India

7.1 Prologue

It is not easy to achieve women empowerment. The resistance
comes from family, society, and conditioning of disempowered
women’s mentality. However, strategy for women empowerment
needs special attention. There are various methods and means for
women empowerment. Some of popular methods of women
empowerment include education, entrepreneurial training
programs, formation of self-help groups, social action such as
feminist movements, legislation, mass communication, and
propaganda. Mass media are the chief agents of creation,
preservation, and eradication of different kinds of images and
stereotypes of women in the contemporary world. Visual media
like television is more popular than the newspaper and magazines.
The information people receive through newspaper, radio, and
television shapes their opinions about the world. It is the mass
media which should begin the process of women empowerment in
the modern world. But women are depicted in their traditional role
in most media and their images are simply decorative in the
advertising media. The more decision-making positions women
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hold in the media, the more they can influence output. They will be
able to break the old stereotypes about women. Government,
voluntary organizations, social activists, and others are trying in
their ways for the development of women (Poindexter, 2017: p.
38-48). India and Bangladesh have similar socio-cultural
background. Women are under-privileged in both the countries.
India has successfully utilized community radio to achieve
empowerment of women. Therefore, community radios established
in India have been investigated to make a case-study to suggest
policy recommendations to empower women in Bangladesh.

7.2 Case I: All India Radio

From its beginning, the primary aim of AIR (All India Radio) was
to inform, educate and entertain the public. One of the AIR’s major
objectives was to serve the needs of women and promote their
welfare and development. In 2006, when community radio policy
guidelines were issued for establishing community radio stations in
India, its primary aim was the development of community with the
help of it (Kasoma, 2015: p. 243-247). So community radio is
thought of as a tool which can promote development of the country,
and, indirectly, the welfare of women.

7.3 Case II: The Namma Dhwani

The Namma Dhwani (Our Voices) of Karnataka is India’s first
cable community radio station. Started in March 2003, it was
launched as a partnership effort of the Budikote community, and a
couple of NGOs, i.e. MYRADA and VOICES with funding
provided by UNESCO. VOICES is devoted to communication
development and capacity building support. Activities relating to
broadcast production were done by the Budikote community. The
listeners of this community radio are primarily illiterate women,
who otherwise have little access to information. Over the last few
years, a number of capacity building programs have been carried
out with the help of NGOs. As of today, Namma Dhwani is a fully
functional community multimedia centre, with radio, video, and
satellite facilities. It is also completely self-sufficient through
locally generated revenue (Parameswaran, 2015: p 12-17).
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Namma Dhwani programs not only created awareness among its
listeners, but also enhanced the leadership qualities and behavior
in women. It has much more impact on women when it comes to
creating awareness about health and sanitation, education, savings,
food habit and family system, etc. (Gamson, 2017: p. 312-319) and
it brought about significant changes in the life of the people in
Budikote. Hence, it played a catalytic role in changing the life of
the rural people.

7.4 Case III: Sangham Radio

Sangham Radio another pioneer in the field of community radio
was launched in Telangana (earlier in united Andhra Pradesh) on
15 October, 2008 — the World Rural Women’s Day — by the Deccan
Development Society, an NGO that works with 100 groups of the
economically poorest Dalit women. Sangham refers to village-
level women'’s collectives. Sangham Radio is intended to give a
voice to the excluded in general and to women in particular
(Rodriguez, 2016: p. 124-130). This radio station is owned,
managed, and operated exclusively by women from rural
marginalized communities (the ‘Dalit’ caste). The radio broadcasts
to a radius of 25 km covering about 100 villages and a population
close to 50,000.

7.5 Case IV: Manndeshi Tarang

Another community radio station Manndeshi Tarang, Maharashtra,
was established on 16 December, 2008 by Mann Vikas Samajik
Sanstha, an NGO working for the empowerment of rural and
marginalized women. Manndeshi Tarang is providing relevant
programs aimed at enriching civic and cultural life. The
community radio is operated under the guidance of the Mann Deshi
Foundation but is owned by the Mhaswad village community and
surrounding coverage areas. Manndeshi Tarang has proved to be
useful to women in their life (Fairchild, 2016: p. 48-52). It
increased their knowledge, and enabled them to showcase their
talent and also motivating them in various aspects.
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7.6 Case V: Radio Namaskar

Another popular community radio Radio Namaskar was launched
in Orissa on 11 July, 2010 by Young India, a civil society
organization formed by some National Youth Awardees, Indira
Gandhi National Service Scheme (NSS) Awardees, and few Ex-
NSS volunteers who are committed to the social transformation
and development, to make the common people informative and
active participant of the community development process. The test
broadcasting was started on 12 February, 2010 and was
inaugurated formally in July. Radio Namaskar (FM 90.4 MHz) is
currently focused on local governance, women empowerment,
food security and youth development along with the other societal
need-based issues. The community radio programs aim to enhance
the psychological, economic, cultural, political, and social status of
their female audience (Cohen, 2015: p. 41-47). Women, both
producers and listeners, have started to reflect on their abilities and
aspirations and on other women’s life; their capabilities to produce
programs and interact with audiences have grown since they began.
They have acquired confidence in speaking in public and in
challenging discriminatory traditions. Their ability to make
informative choices is enhanced by an improved access to a vast
array of information, including women’s rights; they have also
acquired or improved writing skills and familiarized with
information technology and media. To some reporters, this
community radio represents a source of income and listeners
increase their possibility to access employment opportunities
through livelihood-related information; their consideration within
family and community is improved (Vebra, 2009: p. 146-151).

7.7 Case VI: Anna FM

Anna University, Tamil Nadu, launched the first campus radio in
India on 02 February, 2004 called Anna FM. The listeners of Anna
Radio are urban low and middle class from the nearby urban
clusters in a 5-10 km range of Anna University. This radio station
played an important role in social, economic, and political
empowerment of women. When it comes to social empowerment,
it happened in terms of knowledge and skill development. In terms
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of political empowerment, this community radio helps in knowing
the Panchayat representative, voting in assembly and general
elections. When it comes to economic empowerment, this
community radio assists learning job skills through radio; freedom
to spend money has happened. The important aspect of this
community radio is that it has given voice to the community
especially women and the marginalized. In the case of Anna Radio
women empowerment among the community radio listeners is
significant (Rosenstone, 2013: p. 101-105).

7.8 Case VII: Holy Cross Community Radio

Another campus radio, the Holy Cross Community Radio, Tamil
Nadu was launched on 26 December, 2006 by Holy Cross College.
The station has eight hours of transmission, including repeat
transmission, a day. It reaches in and around 10 km of Holy Cross
College. The target audience of this radio initiative was the women
from Dharmanathapuram and Jeevanagar areas, which are the
major slum areas in Trichy. A case study was conducted by Holy
Cross College in 2008 to find out the reach and access of its
community radio and its role in the community development of the
local slums. The study found that 27% of the respondents
participated in the Holy Cross community radio programs and
some women revealed that Holy Cross’s radio programs increased
their self-confidence, generated awareness about pollution, health
and hygiene, and helped in their personality development. (Tettey,
2013: p. 255-260)

7.9 Case VIII: Puduvai Vaani

Puduvai Vaani is established by Pondicherry University, Puducherry,
on 27 December, 2008 with the support of University Grants
Commission, New Delhi. It works under FM 107.8 MHz, a
frequency which is currently extended to a catchment area of 20 km
radius from the university campus. The test transmission of Puduvai
Vaani was started on 23 August, 2008 and was inaugurated by
Shri.V. Narayanasamy, the then Union Minister of State for Planning
& Parliamentary Affairs on 27 December, 2008 in the presence of
Shri. P. Chidambaram, the then Union Home Minister. The full-time
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transmission started on 01 January, 2009. The main objective of
Puduvai Vaani is to create awareness among the people and to
improve their lifestyle. Puduvai Vaani is the public broadcaster to
awaken, inform, enlighten, educate, and entertain all sections of the
people including the program on women empowerment, communal
harmony, health, and education. It is also bringing out the hidden
talents of students in and around the university campus. Pondicherry
University conducted a study in 2012 to study the development of
rural women through community radio within the area of
Pillaichavady village and the data were collected from 100 women
respondents. The study found that through the Puduvai Vaani
community radio programs, nearly 87% of respondents felt it had
contributed to their education. They also responded to be better
informed, especially about health issues. About 64% of the
respondents found that the programs’ nutrition information is useful.
More than half of the respondents said it contributed to an
improvement in their attitude (Milan, 2017: p. 23-29).

8. Policy Recommendations in the Context of Bangladesh

It has been evident from the case study about the role of
community radio to empower women in India mentioned in the
previous article that community radios enhanced the participation
of women in program production and created awareness among
the women listeners about health, sanitation, education, food
habits, and family systems leading to a significant change in their
daily lives. The important aspect was that the radio developed
leadership qualities and behavior among the women listeners.
Community radios proved to be useful to the listeners, which
consists mostly of women. It increased their general knowledge
and enabled them to showcase their talent and motivated them on
various issues including education, health, etc.

Community radio, for its part, can play an important role in social,
economic, and political empowerment of women in Bangladesh
too. In terms of political empowerment, it can help them get to
know the public representatives and to enable them to vote in the
general elections. In terms of economic empowerment, the
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community radio programs can also help women to attain job skills
and consequently, increase their income. More importantly,
community radio can give voice to the women of the community.
Community radio programs help boost women’s self-confidence,
generate awareness about pollution, health, and hygiene and aspects
of personality development. Community radio programs can help
empower women in different ways which include psychological,
economical, cultural, political, and social improvements. Women,
both producers and listeners, can start to reflect on their abilities
and aspirations and on other women’s life. Their capabilities to
produce communicative acts in future, through media and at an
interpersonal level, seem to be stronger. They can acquire
confidence in speaking in public and in challenging discriminatory
traditions. Their ability to make informative choices is enhanced
by an improved access to a vast array of information, including
women’s rights. They can also acquire or improve writing skills
and get familiarized with information technology and media. Their
consideration within family and community is improved.

Hence, the community radio can be the source of empowerment
of women. Radio can change the lives of women, it gives them
voice, it gives them courage to fight for their rights, it creates
awareness about various issues from the beginning of the rights of
women, to health, maternity, violence, and nutrition. Radio also
educates women about their political rights, voting, women’s
representations in various political institutions etc. It empowers
them to fight back the domestic violence and male-preference
attitudes, gives them courage to speak their opinion on all issues to
express their interests. It gives them confidence to live their life
with proper dignity. So community radio in Bangladesh can do
wonders if utilized properly for the empowerment of women.

Government of Bangladesh should take all-out measures to utilize
community radio to ensure women empowerment. It should
formulate a comprehensive policy to guide the types and contents
of the programs to be broadcast in the community radio. Programs
focusing on health and hygiene, education and livelihood of
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women should be encouraged. Such programs would undoubtedly
utilize community radio and contribute towards empowerment of
women.
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Evaluating Gender Sensitivity in Three
Mainstream Bangladeshi Cinema:
A Critical Analysis

Sharmin Jahan Juha

1. Introduction

Prominent Bangladeshi film critique, director and cultural activist
Alamgir Kabir once said, “Bangladesh will certainly be among
those few countries where the cinema will probably continue to
survive when it will have moved into the museums of other
countries.” (Kabir 1979:92). This quote holds true to this day.
Despite numerous technological advancements, cinema is still the
popular choice of entertainment for almost 80% Bangladeshis.
According to a study conducted in 1990, Bangladesh annually
produces 80 to 100 films on average. (Masud 2011:n.p) and is one
of the leading cinema generating industries in the Asian
Subcontinent. The ratio of film production in Bangladesh is
increasing in a stark pace. Question remains, however, that whether
these films have a sound quality and are their gender portrayals
standard. The aim of this research is to shed light on the practices
of contemporary films in Bangladesh and to see whether the
contents of these films are gender sensitive, or fair to the three
kinds of gender in our society: male, female and transgendered,
namely third gender or hermaphrodite.

To fulfill this purpose a content analysis has been done in this
report of three types of contemporary, mainstream, Bangladeshi
films. Later, in-depth analysis of the cast, music, cinematography,
production etc. were carried out to gauge the gender bias or gender
balance in the films.
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Three Bangladeshi mainstream films are taken as sample for this
research. The films are Bossgiri directed by Shamim Ahamed
Roni, Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash directed by Samia Zaman and
Third Person Singular Number directed by Mostofa Sarwar
Farooki.

Evaluations have been made after carefully watching and decoding
the content of these films and observing the reactions of audiences
in the cinema-hall of Bangladesh.

1.1 Introduction to Research Problem:

According to Webster’s Dictionary, cinema or film is the art or
technique of motion pictures. That is, any picture or image that is
in motion can be termed as film or cinema. Nevertheless, this is
linear definition of cinema. Films do more than just moving
pictures around- they represent life. Famous French film theorist
Andre Bazin describes films as an ‘ideological phenomenon’.
According to him, humans have an instinctive urge to escape
mortality and preserve his/her likeness in one form or another. In
his book What is Cinema, Bazin states that from time immortal
humans have tried to depict their realities through various art forms
(cave paintings, engraving, mummying etc.). They have “an ethical
and ideological obsession in the arts of depicting reality”.
Therefore, cinema or movie is the ultimate form of art where the
real life can ‘come to life’.

No doubt, Bazin’s aforementioned notion of film is ideological.
Although films are supposed to portray the reality exactly as it is,
we, at least in Bangladesh, often see that films are far from reality.
They are fixated on some pre-existing, medieval theme and do not
progress with time. Especially in the case of gender portrayals.

Since films occupy such a gigantic space in our life, its effects on
our outlook is indispensable. Films with gender insensitive
storyline, music or production can have negative effects on the
minds of the viewers and can provoke gender discrimination of
any sort. So, examining the film content and digging out the
harmful element is a crying need. Therefore, the focus of this
research is to identify the gender insensitiveness of our film content
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and proposing probable solutions to counter this event or
identifying what is then, gender sensitivity.

1.2 Historical Background
In this section, I will focus my attention on the historical
background of ‘cinema culture’ in Bangladesh and how it came to
be in the form it is in today.

Bangladesh film industry is known as Dhallywood. 1t is a mixture
of two words “Dhaka” and “Hollywood”, as dominant Hollywood
films “flood the world screens” (Choudhuri, 2005:3). The name
already suggest the huge impact Hollywood has on Bangladeshi
film industry. However, not just Bangladesh but many other Asian
and African countries are enormously influenced by the production
practices of Hollywood films.

Professor Andrew Higson in his book The Concept of National
Cinema (1989) says “Hollywood has...of course, for many years
been an integral part of the national culture, of the popular
imagination, of most countries in which cinema is an established
entertainment form.” Certainly it is the case for Bangladesh as
these film practices which are alien to Bengali culture are shaping
our notion of nationalism every day.

Even though there are visible Western influences in our film
industry, the culture of cinema or film as an entertainment form
has indigenous roots in Bangladesh. The reason many people call
Bangladesh films ‘Chobi’ is that they are portrayed as still images
with frames moving forward, just like Jatra.

Jatra, simply translated as theatre, is an integral part of Bengali
culture. Originally, Jatra means a journey. This is a musical theatre
wherein a narrative is described with music, dance, melodrama,
loud acting style, colorful costumes and puerile love stories.
Although Hollywood films were permitted to be aired on
Bangladesh theatres, it failed to attract mass appeal. Since most of
the cinema-going people in our country are illiterate or have
prejudiced notion of foreign cultures, the Hollywood films with
their Western plots did not resonate with that of Bangladesh. This
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prompted Bangladesh to incorporate its’ own national and cultural
lifestyles and beliefs backed up by Western practices of film
production.

Even our modern day Bangladeshi films resemble the acting and
storytelling nature of the Jatra. Therefore, it can be stated that Jatra
is the ancestor of todays’ mainstream, modern Bangladeshi films.

Bangladeshi films were either based on our ingenious folklores or
were inspired by religious or cultural practices. Beder Meye Josna
(Daughter of a Snakecharmer, 1989) is such an example. After its
release in 1989, it made almost 150 million Taka of profit while its
production cost was only 2.5 million taka. In 2004, another folktale
story, Khairun Shunduri (A Beautiful Lady, Khairun), was listed
as the highest-grossing movie in Bangladesh since Beder Meye
Josna. However, before Independence the most commercially
successful film was Rupban (1965) which was re-made into Indian
and West Bengal versions over time.

The Bollywood Influence: Professor Stephen Crofts of Griffith
University, Australia critics’ Bangladeshi cinema as “other
entertainment...with genres of melodrama, comedy, and action
thriller and ultimately an imitation of Indian Cinemas.”

Bollywood does indeed have a tremendous influence on our
filmmakers. Screening of Bollywood films in Bangladesh started
from 1965. With the advent of satellite technologies, it was even
more convenient for Indian films to reach Bangladeshi audiences.
More than 60 channels and counting are screening Indian films of
various types to a heterogeneous audience in Bangladesh. Since
Bangladeshi people are more endorsed in watching Bollywood
movies day by day, our own film industry is facing a threat of
extinction. Having no other alternative, newly emerging
filmmakers of our country are following the mainstream
‘Bollywood Formula’ of dance-romance-action stereotype. As a
result, our Bangladeshi culture in general is being hybridized.

During 1960s and 1970s, Bangladeshi films depicted the struggle
and hardships of middle-class society, where emotions like love,
hate, and responsibility were main criterion for a leading role’s
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characteristics. These types of films used the cheap sentiments and
emotional values of the urban poor and middle-class audiences and
portrayed characters who were epitome of pureness but were
caught between the fight of good and evil. The idea was that,
seeing a bigger person battling his/her inner evil and defying all
odds of poverty was a big emotional release for the audiences who
identified themselves with the character on screen.

In 1980s, with the incorporation of Bollywood themes came the
trend of eroticization with lots of violence and thrill. The reason
behind this was the growing popularity of Amitabh Bachchan for
his heroic and ‘angry young man’ roles in Bollywood, which were
at the height of popularity. They were also popular in Bangladeshi
movie theatres and TV screens as well.

Thus, Bollywood films have not only shifted the Bangladeshi
audience’s taste of films but also their ideology and mindsets. The
situation became worse when on April 2010, Faruk Khan,
Bangladesh Minister of Commerce, lifted the ban on releasing and
screening of Indian films on Bangladeshi movie theatres. This
proposal met with fierce criticism from artists but was welcomed
by film distributers and cinema hall owners, as they would
otherwise be bankrupt. The Bangladesh film industries proposed
that in order to protect the Bangladeshi films various measures
such as building of multiplexes, reduction of taxes on tickets,
preventing video piracy, modernizing the state owned BFDC",
establishing film centers or national film institutes etc. be taken
before lifting the ban.

However, in addition to these themes of traditional cinema, a new
kind of independent movie genre has emerged in recent times-
Alternative films. Alternative films are a new form of independent
cinema that are mostly anti-establishment based and their production
is done outside the studio, therefore, not complying to conventional
studio norms. These alternative films were inspired by European
and Indian films and echoed Bazin’s notion that cinema is a means
of depicting reality. In their films, they tried to portray authentic
Bangladeshi cultural heritage and indigenous traditions.
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Whereas in mainstream cinema the century old concept of love-
action-dance-eroticism are prevalent themes to this day. In my
study, [ have analyzed three mainstream movies. Meaning, these
movies were not made to depict reality but to give audiences an
emotional release by taking them in a rollercoaster ride to a world
where everything was static and ‘possible’.

1.3 Objective of the Study

The aim of this research is to ask ourselves whether these selected
mainstream Bangladeshi films are gender balanced or not.
Moreover, is there any scope for those who do not fit to any one-
gender class- the third gendered people or not.

2. Research Questions:

The questions of this research are:

1. Is the portrayal of characters in these mainstream Bangladeshi
cinemas based on patriarchal notion?

2. Are the main characters in mainstream Bangladeshi films
victims of gender bias?

3. Are there any representation of third gendered people in these
Bangladeshi films?

3. Theoretical Framework & Methodology

The theoretical framework for this study is set forth in Feminist
film theory in general. Under feminist film theory, there are
occasional interpretation of Laura Mulvey’s Male Gaze Theory
(1975/1989), Rey Chow’s Primitive Passion (1995).

Feminist Film Theory: Feminist film theories emerged in the
1970s with the rise of a post-structuralist viewpoint. This theory
emphasized that movies had significant meanings and gender
portrayed in these movies conveyed a meaningful message.
Therefore, the aim of feminist film critiques was to strike a balance
among all the genders and bring equality of the roles played by
various sexes.

Male Gaze Theory: In her 1975 book “Visual Pleasure and
Narrative Cinema” Laura Mulvey referred to the theory of Male
Gaze. Unlike other feminist theories of that time, Mulvey’s theory
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was described from a psychological perspective. She drew on
Sigmund Freud and Joseph Lacan’s notion that humans drew
pleasure from observing erotic activities even when they are not
actively participating in any. This phenomenon is called
Scopophilia.

According to Male Gaze theory, the world and lives of women in
literature and visual arts are depicted from a male perspective. It
has three facets: a) the perspective of the person behind the camera,
b) that of the person who is been represented on screen, c¢) that of
the spectator.

Women are presented as erotic, sensual objects for the visual
pleasure of the male (patriarchy) of society.

Primitive Passion Theory: According to this theory, humans have
a general tendency of being nostalgic for the primitive past. That
is, just like the primitive days, they want to rethink those moments
when socially oppressed (mostly women) classes were
commodified by the upper class (mostly men). He proposed this
theory after analyzing the Fifth Generation Chinese filmmakers’
tendencies to portray the feudal, non-industrialized ancient China
and Chinese culture in their films.

In a film research conducted by Shilpakala Academy, the author
held this theory to be valid for Bangladesh too.

4. Methods for the Study:

With the help of aforementioned film theories, three randomly
selected Bangladeshi mainstream full-length films have been
analyzed. These films are Bossgiri directed by Shamim Ahmed
Roni, Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash directed by Samia Zaman and Third
Person Singular Number directed by Mostofa Sarwar Farooki.

If we are to evaluate gender sensitiveness in these films, then firstly
we have to find gender insensitivity. In order to identify gender
biasness in these films, I have a taken a categorization approach.
This is a qualitative research. Therefore, the categories cannot be
quantified accurately but can be defined as intended by the
researcher.
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The research method used in this study is Content Analysis.
Contents are analyzed based on five pre-planned codes or
categories of gender inequality. They are:

1.

A

5.

The Prevalence of Male, Female and Third Gendered
Characters in the film

The Age & Domesticity of The Characters on the film
Sexualization of the Characters in the Film
Occupation of the Related Characters in the Film

The Correlation between the Characters in Film and the Sex of
the Director of the film.

Analysis of the Data and Results:

Following is a qualitative analysis of the three concerned movies
and their level of gender insensitiveness measured by the five pre-
planned categories of gender inequality on films:

Basics of the films:

Film Basic Information

Bossgiri Lead Cast: Shakib Khan, Shabnam Bubly
Director: Shamim Ahmed Roni
Producer: Topi Khan

Music: Imran Mahmudul, Akash Dabbu
Genre: Romantic Action Drama

Release: 12 September, 2016.

Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash | Lead Cast: Ferdous Ahamed, Sadika Parvin
Popy

Director: Samia Zaman

Producer: NTV

Music: S. I. Tutul

Genre: Drama-mystery

Release: 6 June, 2006

Third Person Singular | Lead Cast: Mosharraf Karim, Nusrat Imrose
Number Tisha, Topu

Director: Mostofa Sarwar Farooki

Producer: Mostofa Sarwar Farooki, Anisul
Haque

Music: Habib Wahid

Genre: Drama

Release: October 10, 2009
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1. Prevalence of Male, Female and Third Gendered Characters
in the Film:

“I don’t like to play Holi with colors, I like to play holi with blood”-
this was the first sentence of the official trailer of Bossgiri. The plot
of the movie was the story of a young man (Shakib Khan) who
wanted to escape the miseries of middle-class society by becoming
the ‘don’ of Dhaka city. Everyone calls the lead character in this
film Boss although his real name was Lucky. With Lucky, Shabnam
Bubly co-starred in the movie as Bubly, a doctor by profession.

According to a study conducted on 120 movies from 11 countries,
the prevalence of female characters in an action movie is 23%
only.® Although Bossgiri is an action-romance-drama film, almost
70% of its’ content contains violence in the name of ‘action’. The
scarcity of women characters in the film proves it.

Following is a list of Speaking Characters in the film:

m Aryan Khan Lucky

m DK The DangerCrtous Killer

m Double DK male

m Pike

m Fathers of Lucky and Bubly

m Mothers of Lucky and Bubly

m A female child artist

Apart from the two mothers and the child artist, everyone was

male. Therefore, we can see that the global cinematic trend of
women’s scarcity in action films is also true in Bangladesh.

If we look at the other movie, named Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash, we
do not see much difference.

Plot Synopsis: Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash is the story of an adult
woman named Momo (Popy) who is trying to solve the murder
mystery of her father. Momo is the protagonist of the film and her
husband, Rudra (Ferdous) accompanies her in the quest.

It may sound that Momo is a powerful, self-dependent character.
It is a mystery-drama film, as per the previous research women
directors of films do not have much of a choice when choosing the
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genre of the film. Very few in the world, and totally absent in
Bangladesh, is the number of female action film directors.

However, the speaking characters of the film are Ferdous, Popy,
Alamgir as Dr. Shahed, Tarik Anam Khan as a family friend and
other minor characters include Rahamat Ali, Arunav Anjan, and
MM Morshed. There were some minor characters in female roles
but they all were shown as house cleaners.

In spite of being a female directed film, Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash
is densely gender imbalanced film with only abundance of male
characters in leading positions.

The third film I chose was Mustafa Sarwar Farooki’s Third Person
Singular Number.

Plot Synopsis: An adult woman named Ruba (Nusrat Imrose
Tisha) rendered homeless after her Hindu boyfriend was sent to
jail. The film depicts the struggles Ruba had to go through as a
homeless woman in Dhaka and her triumphant march against all
odds of the society.

Unlike the previous two films, I found some sort of gender balance
in this film. Not because the protagonist was female, as Rani
Kuthir Baki Itihash was also a female-centered film but did not
have female characters at all. This film tried to put forward
different perspectives of different women.

Apart from Tisha, Musharraf Karim and Topu as the lead
characters, the story included Aparna Ghosh, Abul Hayat and Rani
Sarker.

*In the three films I chose to watch, there were no third gender
role portrayals.
2. Age and Domesticity of the Characters of the Film

In tradition to Feminist film theories, it is given that movies ‘make
meaning’. This meaning depends on various factors. Age and
domestic character of the stars is one of them.

Age is related to beauty. The same study conducted in 2014 found
that women were more likely than men to be portrayed as young
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and beautiful. Age range of these characters were marked as
children (0-12yrs), teens (13-20yrs), adults (21-39yrs), middle-
aged (40-46yrs) and elderly (65 or older).®

In that study, higher percentage of females were adults 57.6 than
males 48.1. Whereas, a lower percentage of females were middle-
aged or elderly (19.1%) than males (34.5%). This is a classic example
of Mulvey’s notion of scopophilia. Women on films are objectified
and eroticized. And regardless of geographical distance, it is true that
younger women are more desirable as sexual partners than aged ones.

In the movie Bossgiri, we see that Bubly and Lucky are adults.
Since there was no other female speaking character in the film, it
is hard to make a conclusion on this point. Nevertheless, we can see
that the few female roles that Bessgiri portrayed were mostly
adults, one children, and two middle-aged mothers.

Whereas most of the male characters in the film, fathers of Lucky
and Bubly, two villain characters were middle-aged. And, lucky
and his gang members were all in the adult age group.

Since age is related to beauty in girls and power in boys, we can
conclude from here that most male characters of this film were in
the middle-aged or adult age group. Which meant they had
authority. Only two female characters (mothers) were depicted as
middle-aged women, with neither power nor beauty. It helped to
sketch out the perfect example of Primitive Passion.

If we take Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash, same is the case. In that film
both Momo and Rudra are adults. Alamgir and Tarik Anam Khan
were depicted as middle-aged. Again, their aged quality was related
to authority- the more seniority, the more powerful. Reverse is the
case for women. Where middle-aged women (the house
cleaners/caretakers) were depicted as less powerful and suppressed
and Momo as a beautiful adult was portrayed in an important
character. Furthermore, the elderly males were depicted just like
the middle-aged women-powerless (servants and caretakers).

Therefore, there is vivid discrimination between the sexes based on
their age. Young, beautiful women are rendered powerless but have
important roles. Adult males are more likely to portray heroic roles

TSI AT IFFOHOs AT @ S



while aged men are depicted as authoritative figures. And adult
males are the victims of Primitive Passion.

But what about the third film? Age gap and differences were not
that prevalent in that film as people were depicted according to
their respective screen characters. Although they did portray some
age related stereotypes, such as Rani Sarkar’s character was shown
as having bad temper and mistreating her daughter-in-law.
However, Abul Hayat’s character as Rahman did impress me. It
showed that although he was a pious person, his intentions were
not very holy. It also showed that age has nothing to do with sexual
harassment of girls, which was a deviant step in our film culture.

Domesticity refers to the home-girl or homeboy attitude of
characters. There relational roles (parental, social or other) in the film.
According to previous research, women are more likely to be shown
as mother, girlfriend/ love or sexual partners and other caregiving
roles. While men are shown as outgoing and rampant, carefree.

However, not all the movies hold this stereotype. In Bossgiri, we
can see that almost all the female roles were either mothers,
daughters or lovers. In the huge gang of Boss, there was not a
single female goon. Unfortunately, Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash also
yielded same result. In that, Tarik Anam Khan referred to Momo’s
mother Nilufer as somewhat ‘unstable’ because she was an
outgoing person and had many male-friends.

In Third Person Singular Number, we notice the care-giving
nature of Topu. Musharraf Karim was also shown as having
sentiments and emotions. Our film industry’s norm is to show male
characters as rough and tough heroes who do not have anything to
with domestic characteristics of love and care. This poses a huge
burden for the male in our society. It is high time our films realized
that it is okay for a man to be sentimental and caring instead of
always being tough like a coconut.

3. Sexualization & Objectification of the Characters:

In order to measure and define sexualization, in accordance with
the previously mentioned study, I took four codes or criteria to
be acknowledged as sexualization: sexy attire, exposed skin,
beautify, thin.
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It is worth mentioning that sexualization can happen to any
character- male, female or third gender. These four criteria stand
the same for them all.

Bubly was sexualized throughout the film. Her first appearance
shot started from showing her pink lips and she was dressed such
a way as if she was ramp modelling the whole time. The songs
dedicated to Bubly were indirect invitation for sexual engagement

In terms of sexy attire, Bubly was shown wearing Western attire
like exposing tops, tight jeans etc. Although there is nothing wrong
in these types of clothing, it is clearly the impact of globalization
and particularly Bollywood and Hollywood cultural imperialism.

Her unnecessary makeup and dress up clearly put her on display for
the audience to entertain the ‘male gaze’. Likewise, Lucky was
clad in colorful, exposing dress up as well. Sexualization with male
characters happens when they are expected to be muscular, macho-
man and have a pretty face at the same time.

In terms of beautifying, men and women actors are facing
discrimination. Not only women but also men are required to look
beautiful. It is a show business after all where bodily beautification
is the ultimate requirement.

In Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash and Third Person Singular Number,
the frequency of exposed skin was very low, but in Bossgiri, we see
that there were body exposure- mostly of Bubly and comparatively
less of Lucky.

In Bangladesh, thinness is not a big factor for beauty in films.
However, the trend is changing. Example is Bubly. The most recent
movie among the selected ones is Bossgiri (2016). The other two
movies released in 2006 and 2009. Therefore the newly emerging
films in our country depicts thin women and muscular men as
beautiful, hence, worthy of being the lead character.

4. Occupation of the Related Characters in the Film

Here, occupation is regarded as any activity that is done in
exchange of some monetary benefit or other provisions. Women
comprise 50% of our total population. So, in order to have
economic development, women’s’ role in economy cannot and
must not be ignored.

TS TN SAPGHTE T @ des



If Bazin’s notion was true, and movies did portray our real life on
screen, then our economy would have been devastated. Because
according to the study women comprise 22.5% of the total film
workforce.

If we look at our selected films, apart from Ruba’s role in Third
Person Singular Number, none of the female leads had an
occupation. Those who did were mostly maids, caretakers, with
due respect to these professions whatsoever.

In Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash, Momo was never seen doing any
kind of work- be it domestic or professional. She was always
strolling around the house while the servants did all the job. Being
a female-directed film, I expected it to portray a kind of women
who is self-sufficient. However, Momo did have some authority
in the household affairs and her husband was supportive of her-
that was a positive side of this film.

Although Bubly was a doctor in the film, her occupation had
nothing to do with her character in the film. When one of Lucky’s
friend fainted, they called doctor Bubly by kidnapping her and
putting her in a sack.

Whereas, Lucky did not have any job but was living by the
donations he collects from land leasing business. These donations
were more like hijacking. Even though Lucky was below Bubly in
occupational sense, he always imposed an authoritative stance
upon her- stalking her, kidnapping her time and again, barging into
her hospital and what not.

Only in Third Person Singular Number do we see that Ruba was
an independent girl who did not want to live on others. She
struggled to get a job and eventually found one. What was
disappointing though, is that she agreed to get financial help from
Topu. But this dependency was from both sides as Topu was
helping her out of his infatuation on her.

Amidst so many movies where women are mostly shown as
homemakers and unpaid caregivers, Ruba’s role did stand out.
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5. The Correlation between the Characters in Film and the
Sex of the Director of the film.

Study found that amid 1,452 filmmakers, women directors were
7%, women writers and producers were 19.7% and 22.7%
respectively.

These are the statistics from developed nations, yet the participation
of women filmmakers worldwide is very disappointing. It is even
worse for Bangladesh. The study brought into focus the glaring
truth that films with female director or producers are more likely to
portray female characters than vice versa.’

In my randomly selected films, only Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash was
a female directed. Directed by Samia Zaman. Shamim Ahamed
Roni and Mostofa Sarwar Farooki directed the other two movies.

Bossgiri debased women and men by portraying them as mere
slaves of their primitive desire (lust). While, Samia Zaman’s Rani
Kuthir Baki Itihash did not openly degraded women, but it did
portray them as delicate dolls who should be handled with care.

A point worth mentioning is the first opening scene of Third
Person Singular Number where she was walking alone at night on
street when a half-naked boy asked her what she was doing outside
so late at night. Her reply to it was, “What are you doing outside
so late?” This scene tells a lot about Ruba’s independent character.

Another important aspect that I noticed in that film is how the
character of Musharraf Karim (Munna) was portrayed. He was a
person who had to succumb to his girlfriend’s willingness to be
separated. She honestly told him that she loves someone else and
cannot choose between the two. Normally, if anything like this
happened in Bossgiri or Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash, we all can
guess what would have happened. However, Farooki put forward
a strong example that sometime women can fight for what they
believe and being ‘Satee’ or loyal to her partner has nothing to
do with her moral character.

In the last scene of the movie, Munna was shown hiding in the
bushes and talking to himself. He was acting out the things he
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wanted to say to Ruba. Like “You cannot leave me. You are my
wife. You have to do as I please.” However, he didn’t say those
things to Ruba; instead, he agreed to remain friends with her until
she figures out what she wants.

Being all that said, we can see that being directed by a female does
not always lead to gender balanced portrayals of women. The
reason behind this is even female directors can fall victim to
patriarchal mindset. Although they are women, they are also part
of the society. A society, which is governed by patriarchal rules
and regulations.

6. Conclusion

To sum up, let us look at our three questions and find whether they
held any ground. Our first question was whether these mainstream
film characters are portrayed based on patriarchal notion. Apart
from Third Person Singular Number, the other two films were
gender imbalanced. Leading or important characters were mostly
males and the females yielded some or no power at all.

Our second question was whether these mainstream films are
victims of gender bias. The answer to this question lies in the
previous one. Since almost all the films were dense with male
characters and very few female characters, we can conclude that
they were indeed gender biased.

Our final question is somewhat ambiguous. As the films were
randomly chosen, none of them had a plot of incorporating a third
gendered person. Sadly, there are not many films in Bangladesh
on third gendered people and few that do portray them do not show
them as being empowered. As third genders constitute at least 20%
of our population, it is important that their film participation should
increase.

Therefore, Bossgiri and Rani Kuthir Baki Itihash are gender
insensitive films. There is no such thing as a gender neutral film.
Among the three selected films, only Third Person Singular
Number was more gender sensitive than were others.
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